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Scholarships Awarded At Kosciuszko Ball Study In Poland
PENNSYLVANIA – The 63rd Kosciuszko Ball was held on January
This Summer
19, 2013 at the Woodlands Inn and Resort, Plains Township. The ball
was a huge success, with everyone having a great time. A $3,000
scholarship from the Wilkes University Polish Room Scholarship
Committee was presented to Lauren M. Para (Pharmacy Major), and
the Judianne Stanitski Scholarship for $1,000 was presented to Stephen
Olshemski (Pre-Pharmacy Major). Music was provided by the George
Tarasek Orchestra.
– Submitted by Bernadine Tarasek

Jean Chacko & Frank Bohenek

Scholarship Recipients: Stephen
Olshemski and Lauren M. Para.
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Ms. MaryAnn Keating and Mr.
Bernard Novabilski.
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Mr. & Mrs. Jean and John
Levandowski.

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Jecen

The Kosciuszko Foundation is
accepting applications for short
term summer study programs at the
Jagiellonian University in Krakow
and the John Paul II Catholic
University
of
Lublin.
Undergraduate students have the
opportunity to earn credit while
studying the language and grammar and courses such as history, literature, and contemporary Poland.
You’ll be studying in the classrooms of Poland’s major universities, practicing Polish with natives
you meet along the streets of
Poland’s Old Towns, in its cafes, at
museums and in the old stone cellars, now converted to restaurants
and clubs.
Join us for a learning experience
that you will never forget. Classes
run from early July through the end
of August. You can sign up for
courses as short as two weeks or as
long as eight. You’ll be able to
develop your language skills as
well as take part in cultural enrichment courses including Polish Art,
Past and Present, Polish
Literature, History of Poland,
History of the Jews of Poland,
Transition in Poland as well as
others. Prices begin at $1,025 for a
two-week non-intensive program.
Tuition, dormitory housing, meals
and sightseeing costs are included.
Airfare is not included.
Beginner, intermediate and
advanced language classes are
available. You’ll start language
classes at a level which is appropriate to the knowledge you already
have. Absolute beginners are welcome. We’ll help you transfer the
credits you earn abroad to your
university here in the States. And,
if you want to fly with other program participants, you’ll be able to
join us on a group flight to Poland.
Airfare is not included in the price
of program fees.
Students of Polish descent have
the opportunity to apply for funding to attend Kosciuszko
Foundation’s 3-week program at
the Jagiellonian University via the
Foundation’ s TomaszkiewiczFlorio Scholarship.
For classes, prices, course information, scholarship information
and additional details, please see
http://www.thekf.org/programs/stu
dy/ or call the Summer Study
Abroad office (212) 734-2130 ext.
210.

KF Tuition Scholarship
Program

Seated, l-r: Joan Hannon, Maryann Frank, Josephine Klien. Standing, l-r:
Robert Mlinar, Lois Mlinar, Rita Sack, Donald Emerick.

The Kosciuszko Foundation, an
American Center for Polish
Culture, is currently accepting
scholarship applications for its
Tuition Scholarship program for
graduate level studies in the US.
Scholarships support Americans of
Polish descent and non-heritage
Americans who are majoring in
Polish subject areas. Full-time
studies only. Application forms and
supporting materials towards for
academic year October 2013 - June
2014
are
available
at:

By Ewa Bronowicz

Polish In America: A Profile
Dariusz Grabowiecki’s Recipe for an Authentic Pole
It all started with a broken leg.
Not his, someone else’s. Back in
the 1990s, when Dariusz
Grabowiecki was working parttime in a grocery store in
Greenpoint, Brooklyn, the owner
of the store needed help. An
employee from his other store, a
bookstore, had broken his leg. Mr.
Grabowiecki agreed to temporarily
replace the employee. He is now a
co-owner of the bookstore.
“Actually, I’m here because of
my
grandmother,”
Mr.
Grabowiecki says. His grandmother had been born in New York City,
then moved to Europe. The family
settled in Poland, where they lived
happily ever after… until, in the
early 1990s, Mr. Grabowiecki’s
cousin ventured to the United
States and learned that children of
American citizens could obtain
American citizenship. “My mother
left Poland on a Polish passport,
and entered the US on an American
passport,” Mr. Grabowiecki
explains. His two siblings and Mr.
Grabowiecki followed. “I had a job
on my third day here,” Mr.
Grabowiecki informs me with
pride. But his story is not that of an
Eastern European who dreamt of
the Promised Land. “I had a good
life back in Poland. I didn’t need
America,” he says. But if he didn’t
want to lose his newly granted
green card, he had to at least make
an appearance on the American
soil. He devised a plan: visit New
York as a tourist. Mr. Grabowiecki
came for two weeks and, over
twenty years later, he has yet to go
back to his homeland. “I still have
my return ticket to Poland,” he says
with a smile, adding that it may no
longer be valid.
Mr. Grabowiecki’s first job was
at a sweater factory in Brooklyn. It
was easy and enjoyable. “Even
though it didn’t pay much, I was in
heaven,” he recalls, given the
lucrative exchange rate between
the dollar and the zloty back then.
Also, Poland, which was just
beginning to recover from
Communist rule, meant empty
shelves. But in America, Mr.
Grabowiecki could purchase anything he wanted. So he stayed. And
soon thereafter, he landed the
bookstore job. It wasn’t exactly for
the love of books. “I became a
bookseller by accident. I could
have ended up as a butcher
instead,” he says with disarming
honesty. But it was for the love of
working with people. When, three
years ago, the bookstore went up
for sale, Mr. Grabowiecki wanted
to buy it. One of his co-workers
was interested, too, so they decided
to buy it together. J.D. Bookstore,
located on Greenpoint’s busy

DARIUSZ GRABOWIECKI

Manhattan Avenue, continues to be
an important fixture of Polish culture in America.
Asked about his customers, Mr.
Grabowiecki says they are growing
impatient. “They hear about someone on TV and they want a book on
that very subject right away. Or a
new American novel comes out,
and they want it in Polish the next
day,” he explains. He laments that
young Polish people aren’t interested in reading in Polish. “They used
to be, but their English is too good
these days, so if they read, they
read in English,” he says, adding
that most of his customers are people over forty. He recalls how
angry people used to get when a
Polish magazine was sold out.
“Those days are over,” he says with
a note of nostalgia. He subscribes
to the notion that books are gradually dying out. But Mr.
Grabowiecki has no intention of
selling the bookstore. Instead, he
listens to his customers, he reviews
the bestseller lists in Poland, and
then he places his orders. When he
says that he knows what sells, he
sounds confident indeed.
Mr. Grabowiecki, who is in his
late forties, lives in Greenpoint.
“Sometimes I feel like I’m the only
one left,” he says of the traditionally Polish neighborhood which is
gradually turning more cosmopolitan. Still, Mr. Grabowiecki seems
to have every reason to feel nothing but Polish: 99% of his customers are Polish, he lives on
Polish food (and grimaces at the
mention of American cuisine), and
he is, of course, surrounded by
Polish books. When a woman
walks into the store and, in Polish,
asks about a Verizon store, Mr.
Grabowiecki directs her to a place
further down on Manhattan
Avenue. Needless to say, he
answers her back in Polish. We are
in New York City, but aside from
the American pop music playing in
the background, one could easily
mistake the place for a bookshop in
Krakow.
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